
Bellingham Technical College Financial Aid  

Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) Quarterly Review Policies 

 
Federal and state financial aid regulations require schools to set minimum standards for satisfactory academic progress 

and to hold students accountable for meeting the standards. Satisfactory Academic Progress is checked prior to awarding 

aid, even if students did not receive financial aid in past quarters.  It is also checked at the end of every quarter aid is 

received.  Satisfactory Academic Progress is measured two ways: 1) Qualitative and 2) Quantitative.  

 

This document outlines the requirements for financial aid satisfactory academic progress at Bellingham Technical College 

and is subject to change. It is the student’s responsibility to read and understand the standards for satisfactory progress. 

Students must maintain satisfactory academic progress throughout the program and must not owe a refund or repayment 

on any grants or loans previously received. State and Federal standards for academic progress are different. 

Students must review this entire document to understand requirements of both programs. Students will be notified of 

changes to their satisfactory progress via email. Faculty and staff other than financial aid staff are not required to 

know financial aid policies. 

 

FEDERAL STANDARDS  

 

Qualitative Standard: Students must maintain a minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA. 

 

Quantitative Standard: Students must complete at least 66.67% of the credits for which they are registered as of the 

census date each quarter. 

 

The following chart shows the quantitative requirement by credit load: 

If you are 
enrolled in: 

You must 
complete at 

least (66.67%)  
If you are 

enrolled in: 

You must 
complete at 

least (66.67%)  

1 credit 1 credit  14 credits 10 credits  

2 credits 2 credits  15 credits 10 credits  

3 credits 2 credits  16 credits 11 credits  

4 credits 3 credits  17 credits 12 credits  

5 credits 4 credits  18 credits 12 credits  

6 credits 4 credits  19 credits 13 credits  

7 credits 5 credits  20 credits 14 credits  

8 credits 6 credits  21 credits 14 credits  

9 credits 6 credits  22 credits 15 credits  

10 credits 7 credits  23 credits 16 credits  

11 credits 8 credits  24 credits 16 credits  

12 credits 9 credits  25 credits 17 credits  

13 credits 9 credits  26 credits 18 credits  

*Grades of F (failure), I (incomplete), N (audit), and W (official withdrawal) do not count as completed credits.  

 

Good Standing: Students must meet both the qualitative and quantitative standards each quarter to remain in Good 

Standing. 

 

Warning: Students who do not meet both the qualitative and quantitative standards will be placed in Warning status for 

one quarter. Students must meet the requirements for Good Standing by the end of their Warning quarter.  

 

Suspension: Students who do not meet both qualitative and quantitative standards while on Warning, will be placed on 

Suspension and no longer be able to receive aid. 

 

 



WASHINGTON STATE FINANCIAL AID REQUIREMENTS 
(Applicable to Washington State Financial Aid programs such as State Need Grant, 

State Work Study, College Bound, and Passport to College) 

 

Qualitative Standards: Students must maintain a minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA. 

 

Quantitative Standards: See chart below for acceptable completion rates per quarter to maintain State aid eligibility. This 

will be monitored separately from your continued eligibility for federal funding. 

 

The following chart shows the quantitative requirement by credit load: 

When enrolled : You must 
successfully 
complete*: 

You will be on 
WARNING when you 
complete*: 

Financial aid is 
SUSPENDED when you 
complete* less than: 

Full Time     (12 or more credits) 12 credits per quarter 6-11 credits per quarter 6 credits per quarter 

Three Quarter Time(9-11 credits) 9 credits per quarter 5-8 credits per quarter 5 credits per quarter 

Half Time             (6-8 credits) 6 credits per quarter 3-5 credits per quarter 3 credits per quarter 

Less than Half Time (1-5 credits) All credits per quarter Not Applicable All credits per quarter 

*Grades of F (failure), I (incomplete), no grade, and W (official withdrawal) do not count as completed credits.  

 

Warning Status: A student will be considered on “warning” status if he/she completes greater than one-half, but less than 

the full number of credits within the enrollment status for the quarter. The student will have one quarter to regain SAP by 

completing 100% of the credits for the enrollment status on which that quarter’s award was calculated. Consecutive 

quarters in warning status will result in the suspension of financial aid funding. 

 

Suspension Status: A student is considered suspended from State Financial Aid if: 

1. The student fails to complete at least 50% of the credits associated with award level in any quarter. 

2. The student fails to complete 100% of the credits associated with award level in any warning status quarter. 

 

Maximum Time Limit: Washington State Financial Aid recipients may not exceed 125% of their program length in 

attempted credits toward degree requirements. If a student is still completing degree requirements beyond 125% of their 

program requirements, they will not be eligible to receive state funds for those classes/credits. 

 

 

EARNING REINSTATEMENT AFTER BEING SUSPENDED FROM FINANCIAL AID ELIGIBILITY 
 

Students suspended from financial aid can earn reinstatement one of two ways: 

 

Earn Reinstatement on Your Own: Register and take classes/credits at Bellingham Technical College at your own 

expense until you meet the standards for satisfactory academic progress as detailed above. Once a student meets the 

requirements to reinstate under this option, reinstatement is not automatic. Students must notify the Financial Aid Office in 

writing, using the Financial Aid Reinstatement form, stating that he/she is believed to have earned reinstatement. 

Reinstatement will not be granted until a complete review has been performed by the Financial Aid Committee. 

 

Appeal for Reinstatement: If there were special mitigating circumstances leading to your suspension, you may submit 

an Appeal for Reinstatement. Appeal forms and requirements are available on line at the www.btc.ctc.edu website or in 

the Financial Aid Office.  

 

 

 

Bellingham Technical College provides equal opportunity in education and employment and does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, ethnicity, creed, color, sex, national origin, age, marital status, religious preference, the presence of any 
sensory, mental, or physical disability, reliance on public assistance, sexual orientation, status as a disabled person or 
Vietnam-era veteran, or political opinions or affiliations. 

 

http://www.btc.ctc.edu/

